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Intermune idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis candidate pirfenidone
looks strong, doctors say
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Intermune's pirfenidone, which is currently in Phase III as an idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis
treatment, has demonstrated promising efficacy so far, doctors say.

If approved, pirfenidone, an oral drug that inhibits collagen synthesis, would become the first FDA-
approved treatment for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, which affects approximately five million people
worldwide and has 50% mortality over three years.

Dr Laurent Nicod, director, pneumology clinic, University Hospital, Bern, Switzerland, added, "The
preliminary studies are showing some impact on lung function and walking distance.”

Dr Arata Azuma of the Nippon Medical School, Tokyo, said that in research he has conducted on the
candidate, percent forced vital capacity, a measure of lung capacity, was significantly improved in the
treatment group compared to placebo. In addition, he said that progression-free survival was
significantly improved in the treatment group.

Azuma added that pirfenidone could also be examined as a possible treatment far collagen vascular
diseases, such as systemic sclerosis and mixed connective-tissue disease.

In a Phase III trial of 261 patients conducted by Shionogi, which has rights in Japan, Taiwan and
South Korea, the primary endpoint of vital capacity was met with statistical significance over 52 weeks
in both high-dose (44% relative reduction) and low-dose (50% relative reduction) treatment groups.
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